
VISN 3 Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) 
 
The Veterans Health Administration initiated a strategy in the mid-1970's to focus attention on the  

aging veteran population to increase the basic knowledge of aging, to transmit that knowledge to  

healthcare providers and to improve the quality of care to the aged. A cornerstone of this strategy  

has been the development of Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical Centers (GRECCs). The  

GRECCs are "centers of excellence" designed for the advancement and integration of research,  

education and clinical achievements in geriatrics and gerontology into the total VA healthcare system. 

The VISN 3 Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) is headquartered at the 

James J. Peters VA Medical Center in the Bronx and is affiliated with Mount Sinai School of Medicine 

and its Department of Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine.  For more information, please contact us at:  

 

James J. Peters VA Medical Center 
GRECC, 4A-17 
130 West Kingsbridge Road 
Bronx, NY 10468 
(718) 584-9000 x3800 
(718) 741-4211 fax  

Albert L. Siu, MD, MSPH 
GRECC Director  
 
Toy Mordiglia-Williams, BS 
Administrative Officer  

  

 

VISN 3 GRECC Research Faculty  
 
Kenneth Boockvar, MD, MS 
Associate Director/Research, GRECC 
Associate Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Associate Professor, Medicine, MSSM  
 
Ab Brody, PhD, RN 
Health Services Researcher, GRECC 
Assistant Professor, Nursing, NYU  
 
Melissa Garrido, PhD 
Health Services Researcher, GRECC 
Assistant Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM  
 
Nathan E. Goldstein, MD 
Physician Investigator, GRECC 
Associate Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Associate Professor, Medicine, MSSM  
 
Lap Ho, PhD 
Scientist, GRECC 
Assistant Professor, Neurology, MSSM  
 
Ula Hwang, MD 
Physician Investigator, GRECC 
Associate Professor, Emergency Medicine, MSSM 
Associate Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM  
 
Carol Luhrs, MD 
Physician Investigator, GRECC 
Director, VISN 3 Palliative Care Program  
 

http://www.bronx.va.gov/
http://www.mountsinai.org/Education/School%20of%20Medicine/Departments%20and%20Divisions/Geriatrics%20and%20Adult%20Development/


VISN 3 Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) 
 
Sean R. Morrison, MD 
Physician Investigator, GRECC 
Director, National Palliative Care Research Center 
Vice-Chair for Research, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Professor, Anesthesiology, MSSM 
Professor, Medicine, MSSM  
 
Giulio M. Pasinetti, MD, PhD 
Director, Basic and Biomedical Research and Training Program, GRECC 
Professor, Neurology, MSSM 
Professor, Psychiatry, MSSM 
Professor, Neuroscience, MSSM 
Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM  
 
Joan Penrod, PhD, MA, MSW 
Health Services Researcher, GRECC 
Associate Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Associate Professor, Medicine, MSSM 

VISN 3 GRECC Education Faculty  
 
Judith L. Howe, PhD, MPA 
Associate Director/Education and Evaluation, GRECC 
Director, VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program 
Director, Consortium of New York Geriatric Education Centers 
Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Professor, Preventive Medicine, MSSM 

VISN 3 GRECC Clinical Faculty  
 
William Hung, MD, MPH 
Associate Director/Clinical (Acting), GRECC 
Assistant Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM  
 
Ellen Olson, MD 
Medical Director, VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program 
Associate Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM  
 
Elizabeth Lindenberger, MD 
Director, Integrated Palliative Medicine Fellowship, MSSM 
Assistant Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 

VISN 3 GRECC Staff  
 
Toy Mordiglia-Williams, BS 
Administrative Officer 
Telephone: (718) 584-9000 x3820 
Fax: (718) 741-4211 
 
Annette M. Atanous, MSSW 
Education Specialist 
 
Courtney Dunn, LMSW 



VISN 3 Geriatric Research, Education & Clinical Center (GRECC) 
 
Social Worker 
 
Eve Gottesman, BS 
Health Science Technician 
 
Shatice Jones, BS 
Health Science Technician 
 
Valerie M. Menocal, BS 
Education Specialist 
 
Emmadame Onyeobia, RN  
Registered Nurse 
 
Daniel Signor, BS 
Program Specialist 
 
Lee Stefanis, BS 
Statistician 
 
Daniel Sun, BS 
Health Science Technician 

VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program  
 
Director  
 
Judith L. Howe, PhD, MPA 
Associate Director/Education and Evaluation, GRECC 
Director, VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program 
Director, Consortium of New York Geriatric Education Centers 
Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM 
Professor, Preventive Medicine, MSSM  
 
Co-Directors  
 
Robyn Anderson, RN, MSN 
Co-Director, VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program 
Palliative Care Coordinator, JJP VAMC  
 
Paulina Kim, MD, MPH 
Medical Director, VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program  
Assistant Professor, Geriatrics and Palliative Medicine, MSSM  
 
Contact  
 
Valerie M. Menocal, BS 
Fellowship Coordinator, VISN 3 GRECC Interprofessional Palliative Care Fellowship Program 
James J. Peters VA Medical Center 
130 West Kingsbridge Road 
Bronx, NY 10468 
Telephone: (718) 584-9000, ext. 3809 
Fax: (718) 741-4211 


