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JAMES J. PETERS HOSTS FIRST LADY, MICHELLE OBAMA 
AND MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 

 

Bronx, NY –  On Wednesday, October 28th, the James J. Peters VA Medical Center 

hosted First Lady Michelle Obama and Second Lady, Dr. Jill Biden who were in 

town to attend the first game of the 2009 World Series.   Their visit to the medical 

center was organized to promote “Welcomebackveterans.org,” a charitable initiative 

sponsored by Major League Baseball and designed to support returning Iraq and 

Afghanistan veterans and their families with mental health treatment and job 

opportunities.   

 



“I’m happy with every minute that I spend time with our men and women in 

uniform and our veterans,” Mrs. Obama told a packed house of veterans and 

hospital staff who responded with three standing ovations.  “Each and every day, 

they selflessly and courageously serve this nation.”     

 

She called upon all Americans to “take the time to be more aware of these heroes in 

our midst, and honor  them by doing more service not just for them, but for all our 

communities.”   

 

After her brief speech, the First Lady and Dr. Biden departed the auditorium for a 

tour of the Medical Center and a visit with patients on the Spinal Cord Injury ward.   

 

“We were honored to host Mrs. Obama and Dr. Biden at our medical center,” stated 

Medical Center Director, MaryAnn Musumeci, “their interest in the work that we 

do here and their visit with our patients and staff, was an uplifting moment for 

everyone.  It was particularly meaningful, as we are just on the eve of Veterans 

Day.” 

 

Also participating in this special event were Mets Owner Fred Wilpon, Major 

League Baseball CEO, Bob DuPuy and Jennifer Steinbrenner Swindal, of the New 

York Yankees organization.    
 
For more information related to this event or the James Peters VA Medical Center, 
please contact James E. Connell, III, Director of Community and Government 
Relations, at 718.584.9000, Ext. 6620. 
 
Note:  Michelle Obama quotations, courtesy The Associated Press 
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