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Department of Veterans Affairs Announces Excellence in Nursing Awards
James J. Peters VA Medical Center Nurse Receives National Recognition

Bronx, New York - Each year, during the national celebration of Nurses
Week, the Department of Veterans Affairs recognizes special achievements
in Nursing. The Secretary's Award for Excellence in Nursing and
Advancement of Nursing Programs is given to individuals who have been
nominated by their colleagues for outstanding service to our veterans and
the Department of Veterans Affairs. They have displayed the best
characteristics and the highest level of dedication to their profession.
Chosen from individual medical centers, the nominees go through a rigorous
review before the final selection is made. This year, Aneita Morgan,
Registered Nurse at the James J. Peters VA Medical Center, garnered the
prestigious recognition in the “Nurse in a Staff Role” category.

The complete listing of recipients of the 2009 Secretary’s Award for Excellence in Nursing
and the Secretary’s Award for Advancement in Nursing Programs is as follows:

Anieta Morgan, James J. Peters VAMC, Bronx, NY

Margaret A. Mikelonis, James A. Haley Veterans Hospital, Tampa, FL
Michael A. Martinez, Eastern Colorado Health Care System, Denver, CO
La’'Shon Rivera, Wilmington VAMC, Wilmington, DE

Steven P. Kleinglass, Wilmington VAMC, Wilmington, DE

Cecilia McVey, VA Boston Health Care System, Boston, MA

Speaking on the announcement, James J. Peters (Bronx) VA Medical Center Director MaryAnn
Musumeci stated, “We are all very proud of Anieta. This is a tremendous achievement and this
personal recognition reflects great credit upon our Medical Center and the nursing profession.
We are all grateful for her talent and for her dedication to our veteran patients.”

The competition for this award is very intense. Award winners have been selected from among
the VA’s 75,000 nurses working in more than 1,400 points-of-care across the country. The
winners were honored and recognized by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Eric Shinseki, at the
Secretary Awards Ceremony on May 12, 2009, at 10:00am at the Sonny Montgomery Room at
VA Central Office.

For more information about this press release or regarding the James J. Peters VA Medical
Center, please contact Jim Connell @ 718.584.9000, extension 6620.
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